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"Island."    Both,  sides   of   the  road,   from the  Wallajah-
Bridge right up to Government House, were densely lined
by throngs of Eurasians and natives.    About five o'clock
those gentlemen who wished to attend the funeral began to
arrive, and, descending from their carriages, took up their
places close to the bridge, their carriages being driven on
to the "Island."    Behind these carriages were the field-
guns, which fired both the minute guns and the salute after
the funeral service was over.    Perfect order was kept by
the men of the 13th Eegiment up to the time of the pro-
cession from Government House arriving.    Soon after the
band had  passed there was a halt  for some minutes to
permit the Acting Governor, the Hon. Mr. Kobinson, the
Commander-in-Chief, the Hon. Mr. Ellis, Mr. Huddleston,
Mr.  Carmichael, the   Chief  Justice, and  the  party  from
Government House to descend from their carriages, and
take up their places behind the gun-carriage bearing the
coffin.   This halt over, the procession again moved forward,
when there was a rush made by the Eurasians and natives
who had been lining the sides of the road to force their way
across the bridge.    The soldiers did their best to keep the
heavy mass back; butt-ends of muskets were freely applied;
officers  on duty charged again and again, but all to no
purpose.    Several of the crowd succeeded in pushing their
way through the line of soldiers, which was far too thin to
have kept the ground properly; and, failing to get on to
the centre of the bridge, made their way across the wooden
platform on the left-hand side.    So great was the crush
that  the   platform   was   soon   densely   crowded,  and   the
passengers being unable to get off on to the road quick
enough, the far end of the wooden platform gave way under
the ever-increasing strain.   Before the procession was three
parts over, a loud crash was heard, and in an instant 80 or
100 persons were flung headlong down into the river below,
many on the platform succeeding in scrambling over on to
the road, or the number that would have been flung into
the water would have been still greater.    Assistance was
at once rendered by several of the officers and gentlemen